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Equal Justice Works engages lawyers and law students as AmeriCorps members.  

Created in 1993, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps provides legal services to 40,000 

people each year.  AmeriCorps Legal Fellows create pro bono opportunities, prevent 

foreclosures, eliminate legal barriers to housing and protect victims of abuse, eviction, 

wrongful termination, and a myriad of other issues.  

 

Across the country, AmeriCorps Fellows served 980 veterans with benefits or 

foreclosure assistance, and helped 104 homeless vets secure permanent housing.  In 

South Dakota, AmeriCorps Legal Fellows and Summer Corps members: 

 

 Served 907 clients who likely would not have had access to justice without 

them,   

 Generated 188 volunteers, and 

 Assisted 42 faith-based and community organizations. 

 

As an AmeriCorps Fellow at Access to Justice, Josh Houy demonstrated his 

commitment to helping people gain access to the legal help they need.  Josh worked 

with a Native American couple who had just been served with a Notice to Vacate their 

apartment.  The couple indicated that they had fallen behind on their rent payments, but 

would be willing to enter into a payment plan with the landlord.  Unfortunately, the 

landlord would not negotiate with them.  To further complicate matters, the family had 

a young child who needed the assistance of a home medical machine.  The parents 

feared that the life of their child would be in severe danger if they were forced to leave 

their home with nowhere to go.  Josh was able to negotiate with the landlord to sign an 

agreement with the family that obligated them to become current on their rent by a 

specified time.  Through Josh‟s work, the family was able to keep their apartment and 

their son‟s medical care safe, and the landlord was able to receive back rent from his 

tenants, achieving a rare win-win case. 

 

On March 1, 2011, Leroy “J.R.” LaPlante, a former AmeriCorps Fellow serving with 

Access to Justice, was sworn in as South Dakota„s first Secretary of Tribal Affairs. 


