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Equal Justice Works engages lawyers and law students as AmeriCorps members.  

Created in 1993, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps provides legal services to 40,000 

people each year.  AmeriCorps Legal Fellows create pro bono opportunities, prevent 

foreclosures, eliminate legal barriers to housing and protect victims of abuse, eviction, 

wrongful termination, and a myriad of other issues. 

 

Last year, AmeriCorps Legal Fellow Kasetta Coleman served with Community Legal 

Services in Philadelphia.  Through a Recovery Act grant, Kasetta saved 192 

Pennsylvania families from losing their homes.  The Joint Economic Committee of 

Congress estimates the cost of a foreclosure to the taxpayer and community to be 

$77,935.  This one AmeriCorps member returned $424 for every taxpayer dollar 

invested.  Here is one example of her service: 

 

Kasetta served on a team of attorneys that spearheaded a large-scale multiparty action 

involving several common defendants.  In this case, over one hundred tenants made 

rent-to-own agreements on residential properties all of which required a great deal of 

repair before they would be habitable. While these tenants made large down payments, 

monthly payments towards the purchase, and substantial improvements to the 

properties, the Landvest sales office took out multiple million-dollar ‗blanket‘ 

mortgages secured by sets of these properties.  Since Landvest had no motivation to or 

no intention of repaying the loans, the properties are now in various stages of 

foreclosure.  Kasetta discovered that more than 65 of these properties were scheduled 

for sheriff‘s sale in late 2009 and worked to contact the homeowners to save these 

properties from sheriff‘s sale.  Through Kasetta‘s work, emergency petitions were filed 

to stay the sales in individual cases, and clients received conciliation conferences and 

workout proposals as part of Philadelphia‘s foreclosure diversion program. 

 

In Pennsylvania, 26 Summer Corps members served 1161 people in need and assisted 

39 faith-based and community organizations—all for only $1,000 per member.



 

  

As a Summer Corps member serving with the Support Center for Child Advocates in 

Philadelphia, Beverly Beaver demonstrated her commitment to helping people gain 

access to the legal assistance they need. Beverly worked with three small children who 

were removed from their neglectful mother‘s care and placed with other relatives.  

With Beverly‘s assistance these children were able to get the paperwork, insurance, 

education, and medical attention they needed.  Through her Summer Corps experience, 

Beverly learned what it means to be a child advocate – not only representing the child, 

but the caregiver as well.  Thanks to Beverly‘s efforts, these children are well cared for, 

healthy, and happy.


