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Equal Justice Works engages lawyers and law students as AmeriCorps members.  

Created in 1993, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps provides legal services to 40,000 

people each year.  AmeriCorps Legal Fellows create pro bono opportunities, prevent 

foreclosures, eliminate legal barriers to housing and protect victims of abuse, eviction, 

wrongful termination, and a myriad of other issues.  

 

Last year, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Fellows saved 233 Ohio families from 

losing their homes. The Joint Economic Committee of Congress estimates the cost of a 

foreclosure to the taxpayer and community to be $77,935.  These AmeriCorps 

members returned $86.47 for every taxpayer dollar invested.  Across the country, 

AmeriCorps Fellows served 980 veterans with benefits or foreclosure assistance, and 

helped 104 homeless vets secure permanent housing.  In Ohio, AmeriCorps Legal 

Fellows and Summer Corps members: 

 

 Served 2,418 clients who likely would not have had access to justice without 

them, 

 Generated 147 volunteers, and 

 Assisted 99 faith-based and community organizations. 

 

As an AmeriCorps Fellow at Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati, Inc., Jeff  

Schoenberger demonstrates his commitment to helping people gain access to the legal 

assistance they need.  Jeff met ―Jerome,‖ an MBA graduate who found himself jobless 

and unable to support his family of four on his wife‘s salary.  He initially began 

handling his foreclosure case himself, spending several months applying and re-

applying for a loan modification.  Eventually, Jerome sought the help of the Legal Aid 

Society of Greater Cincinnati.  Through Jeff‘s work, Jerome was able to gain several 

months in which he could look for employment without fear of losing his home.  

During these months, Jerome secured a new job, was able to resubmit his application, 

and received a significant loan modification.  Thanks to Jeff‘s work, Jerome was given 

enough time to allow him and his family to get their lives back on track. 

 
 


