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Equal Justice Works engages lawyers and law students as AmeriCorps members.  

Created in 1993, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps provides legal services to 40,000 

people each year.  AmeriCorps Legal Fellows create pro bono opportunities, prevent 

foreclosures, eliminate legal barriers to housing and protect victims of abuse, eviction, 

wrongful termination, and a myriad of other issues.  

 

Across the country, AmeriCorps Fellows served 980 veterans with benefits or 

foreclosure assistance, and helped 104 homeless vets secure permanent housing.  In 

Montana, AmeriCorps Legal Fellows and Summer Corps members: 

 

 Served 255 clients who likely would not have had access to justice without 

them,  

 Generated 52 volunteers, and 

 assisted 14 faith-based and community organizations. 

 

As an AmeriCorps Fellow at Montana Legal Services Association, Beth Hayes 

demonstrated her commitment to helping people gain access to the legal assistance 

they need.  Beth‘s client lived in an older trailer in a rural community.  Her client paid 

his rent in full each month, though he had been without running water for 18 months.  

Beth‘s client‘s landlord proposed a significant increase in rent, but did not give the 

client proper notice.  As such, the client did not pay the increase and as a result, was 

sued by the landlord for alleged unpaid rent and damage to the trailer.  The client, who 

had been living in the trailer for over ten years, maintained that the trailer was already 

damaged when he had moved in.  With Beth‘s representation, the client was able to 

reach a successful agreement with the landlord and was able to move out without 

paying additional money.  After vacating, the client told Beth he felt like he had just 

been released from prison. 

 

Montana Legal Services engages an AmeriCorps Legal Fellow to provide free legal 

services to Native Americans living on the seven reservations in the state.  Here is one 

story told by AmeriCorps Legal Fellow Joe Hardgrave:



 

  

―This afternoon I wrote a will for a woman on her deathbed. She was a Crow with five 

children and eleven grandchildren; most of them were there in the tiny transitional 

hospital room when I arrived. The woman was dying from lung cancer and the doctors 

had stopped her treatment. The woman was calm and aware and she seemed happy to 

have her family around her. 

I had my laptop and portable printer with me. I went through her property, dividing 

specific allotments to each of the grandchildren and then dividing all of the remaining 

property to all of her five children in equal shares. It took a few hours.  At various 

times, some of the children talked in Crow. There were a few tense discussions on how 

to best divide some of the allotments and then there was plenty of laughter. 

After the will was drafted, the daughter tried to hand me some money. I told her that I 

couldn‘t accept it.  One of the sons gave me a bottle of water and the testatrix herself 

whispered ―thank you‖ to me as I left the room.  I can‘t imagine what it would be like 

to be in the twilight of your life and to worry about how your land is going to pass and 

with no one to help you out.  I realized that to these clients, this land that has been in 

their families for hundreds of years and meant so much more to them than dollars and 

cents.‖


