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Equal Justice Works engages lawyers and law students as AmeriCorps members.  

Created in 1993, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps provides legal services to 40,000 

people each year.  AmeriCorps Legal Fellows create pro bono opportunities, prevent 

foreclosures, eliminate legal barriers to housing and protect victims of abuse, eviction, 

wrongful termination, and a myriad of other issues.  

 

Through AmeriCorps, AmeriCorps members serve survivors of every type of disaster, 

from hurricanes, to the oil spill, to the foreclosure crisis.  AmeriCorps Legal Fellow 

Lan Diep serves Mississippians impacted by the BP Oil Spill.  He works with Delta 

communities, particularly those working in the seafood industry, to help them get back 

on their feet.   

 

Last year, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Fellows saved 33 Mississippi families 

from losing their homes. The Joint Economic Committee of Congress estimates the 

cost of a foreclosure to the taxpayer and community to be $77,935.  These AmeriCorps 

members returned $73.48 for every taxpayer dollar invested.  Across the country, 

AmeriCorps Fellows served 980 veterans with benefits or foreclosure assistance, and 

helped 104 homeless vets secure permanent housing.  In Mississippi, AmeriCorps 

Legal Fellows and Summer Corps members: 

 

 Served 3,650 clients who likely would not have had access to justice without 

them,  

 Generated 426 volunteers, and 

 Assisted 47 faith-based and community organizations. 

 

As an AmeriCorps Fellow at the Mississippi Center for Justice, Whitney Barkley 

demonstrates her commitment to helping people gain access to the legal help they 

need.  Whitney worked with ―Mr. and Mrs. R,‖ an elderly couple in their late 60s who 

were on a fixed income.  After repeatedly denying loan offers for home repairs, Mr. R 

finally agreed while heavily medicated following surgery.  With medical bills 

amassing, the R‘s found they were unable to make their mortgage payments on a home



 

 

 with incomplete and subpar repairs.  Whitney worked on their case, finding several 

inconsistencies in their loan documents and was able to cease the harassing collection 

tactics employed by the loan company.  Whitney further reported the company to the 

Better Business Bureau, the Federal Trade Commission, and the Mississippi Attorney 

General‘s Office-Consumer Protection Division.  Through Whitney‘s work, the R‘s 

were able to work with local credit counselors, receive a fair loan with reasonable 

repayment terms, and seek justice against the predatory lending company. 

 

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katina, AmeriCorps Fellows collaborated with 105 

community- and faith-based organizations in Mississippi and Louisiana. Crystal 

Utley‘s service as an AmeriCorps Legal Fellow with the Mississippi Center for Justice 

demonstrates the role of legal assistance in improving people‘s lives.  Crystal helped a 

63-year-old woman who required the use of a wheelchair.  The client‘s home was 

destroyed by the hurricane and, in her urgency to find temporary housing, she rented a 

trailer. Unbeknownst to the client, the unscrupulous landlord sub-let the trailer he 

received from FEMA, which is against the law.  She paid the rent and utilities directly 

to the landlord for several months, but he did not pay the utility bills and she lost 

service.  FEMA responded to this case by removing the trailer, leaving the client 

homeless. Crystal and her volunteer attorneys worked diligently to request a trailer for 

the client, which FEMA ultimately granted.


