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Equal Justice Works engages lawyers and law students as AmeriCorps members.  

Created in 1993, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps provides legal services to 40,000 

people each year.  AmeriCorps Legal Fellows create pro bono opportunities, prevent 

foreclosures, eliminate legal barriers to housing and protect victims of abuse, eviction, 

wrongful termination, and a myriad of other issues.  

 

Last year, AmeriCorps Legal Fellow Benjamin Long saved 17 Kentucky families from 

losing their homes. The Joint Economic Committee of Congress estimates the cost of a 

foreclosure to taxpayers and the community to be $77,935.  One AmeriCorps member 

in Richmond, Kentucky returned $37.85 for every taxpayer dollar invested.  Across the 

country, AmeriCorps Fellows served 980 veterans with benefits or foreclosure 

assistance, and helped 104 homeless vets secure permanent housing.  In Kentucky, 

AmeriCorps Legal Fellows and Summer Corps members: 

 

 Served 504 clients who likely would not have had access to justice without 

them, and 

 Assisted 30 faith-based and community organizations. 

 

As an AmeriCorps Fellow at Appalachian Research & Defense Fund of Kentucky, Inc., 

Ben Long demonstrated his commitment to helping people gain access to the legal help 

they need.  Ben‘s client, ―Sam,‖ a husband and father in his mid-30s, was sued in 

foreclosure after he lost his job and fell behind on his mortgage payments.  At the time 

he and his wife came to Ben for help, they had no income and believed there was no 

way to keep their home.  After reviewing the case, Ben noted an administrative error 

that caused a delay in the legal proceedings.  During the delay, Sam obtained a well-

paying job and later continued to meet with Ben regarding filing for Chapter 13 

bankruptcy and possible settlement offers.  Thanks to Ben‘s work, the family was 

given enough time to allow Sam and his family to get their lives back on track. 


