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Equal Justice Works engages lawyers and law students as AmeriCorps members.  

Created in 1993, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps provides legal services to 40,000 

people each year. AmeriCorps Legal Fellows create pro bono opportunities, prevent 

foreclosures, eliminate legal barriers to housing, and protect victims of abuse, eviction, 

wrongful termination, and a myriad of other issues. 

 

In Indiana, one Summer Corps member served five people in need and assisted four 

faith-based and community organizations—all for only $1,000.   

 

As a Summer Corps member serving with the Center for Victim and Human Rights in 

Indianapolis, Hao Wang demonstrated her commitment to getting people access to the 

legal help they need. Hao‘s client was a Mexican citizen, married to a U.S. citizen, and 

a victim of domestic abuse.  The client‘s husband refused to file a joint petition, and 

often threatened to report her for deportation.  Through Hao‘s work, the client was able 

to file a police report and get an order of protection against her abusive husband.  

Additionally, Hao assisted her in filing an immigration petition independently from her 

husband, so that she will be able to stay in the United States with her three children. 

 

As an AmeriCorps Fellow at Indiana Legal Services, Jennifer Prusak demonstrates her 

commitment to helping people gain access to the legal help they need.  Jennifer works 

with clients in rental housing to prevent them from being evicted when the building‘s 

owners are being foreclosed upon.  In six months, she has prevented 14 people from 

becoming homeless. Here‘s one example: 

 

Jen‘s client, a disabled woman in her late 50s, initially lost her Section 8 voucher due 

to a local public housing authority‘s (PHA) suspicions that she had an unauthorized 

person living in her unit. The client‘s abusive ex-husband had been arrested on the 

premises for battery, confinement, and other violent acts.   

 

Jen represented the client at the informal hearing, where the hearing officer overturned 

the PHA‘s decision to terminate assistance and held that her Section 8 needed to be



 

 

 reinstated. The PHA ignored this decision, terminated the client‘s assistance, and 

served the client with an eviction notice. Thanks to Jen‘s work, the PHA reinstated the 

client‘s Section 8 voucher, resumed paying her rent, and the client‘s landlord agreed 

not to file an eviction action against her. Without Jen‘s help the client would have 

become homeless.


