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Equal Justice Works engages lawyers and law students as AmeriCorps members.  

Created in 1993, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps provides legal services to 40,000 

people each year.  AmeriCorps Legal Fellows create pro bono opportunities, prevent 

foreclosures, eliminate legal barriers to housing and protect victims of abuse, eviction, 

wrongful termination, and a myriad of other issues.  

 

Last year, AmeriCorps Legal Fellows saved 29 District families from losing their 

homes. The Joint Economic Committee of Congress estimates the cost of a foreclosure 

to taxpayers and the community to be $77,935.  These AmeriCorps Fellows in the 

District of Columbia returned $64.57 for every taxpayer dollar invested.  Across the 

country, AmeriCorps Fellows served 980 veterans with benefits or foreclosure 

assistance, and helped 104 homeless vets secure permanent housing.  In DC, 

AmeriCorps Legal Fellows and Summer Corps members: 

 

 Served 65 veterans, 

 Served 2,404 clients who likely would not have had access to justice without 

them, 

 Generated 42 volunteers, and 

 Assisted 156 faith-based and community organizations. 

 

As an AmeriCorps Fellow at the Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia, 

Jennifer Ngai demonstrated her commitment to helping people gain access to the legal 

help they need.  Jen worked with Ms. A, a disabled homeowner unable to work due to 

a recent stroke.  Ms. A received a notice of foreclosure stating that her home would be 

sold in four days.  Through Jen’s research and work, Ms. A was learned that she had a 

right to have the sale halted until her loan modification application was reviewed.  

After initially being denied the sale cancellation, Jen’s persistence and continuous 

work on behalf of Ms. A led to the sale being cancelled just minutes before it was 

scheduled to begin.  Ms. A and her husband underwent review for a loan modification 

and, thanks to Jen’s efforts, were able to work towards saving their home.

 


