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Equal Justice Works engages lawyers and law students as AmeriCorps members.  

Created in 1993, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps provides legal services to 40,000 

people each year. AmeriCorps Legal Fellows create pro bono opportunities, prevent 

foreclosures, eliminate legal barriers to housing and protect victims of abuse, eviction, 

wrongful termination, and a myriad of other issues.  

 

Last year, Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Fellows saved 64 Californian families 

from losing their homes. The Joint Economic Committee of Congress estimates the 

cost of a foreclosure to the taxpayer and community to be $77,935.  These AmeriCorps 

members returned $23.75 for every taxpayer dollar invested.  Across the country, 

AmeriCorps Fellows served 980 veterans with benefits or foreclosure assistance, and 

helped 104 homeless vets secure permanent housing.  In California, AmeriCorps Legal 

Fellows and Summer Corps members: 

 

 Served 375 veterans,   

 Served 18,368 clients who likely would not have had access to justice without 

them, 

 Generated 2,246 volunteers, and 

 Assisted 531 faith-based and community organizations. 

 

AmeriCorps Fellows, staff and volunteers at Public Counsel have helped homeless 

veterans secure $1.1 million in VA benefits to which they were entitled, helping 

hundreds of vets escape homelessness.  Any cuts in AmeriCorps funds would 

jeopardize this project and its private sector support. 

 

As an AmeriCorps Fellow at Public Counsel, Stacy Zimmerman demonstrated her 

commitment to helping people gain access to the legal help they need.  Stacy met 

―David,‖ a formerly homeless Marine Corps veteran who served in the Vietnam War.  

He contacted Public Counsel for help after his service-related disabilities became so 

severe that he could no longer work.  Stacy worked on David‘s behalf to advocate for 

the highest level of VA compensation, due to David‘s total disability.  Through Stacy‘s



 

 

 work, David was awarded over $2,700 per month in compensation, as well as 

approximately $50,000 in retroactive benefits. Thanks to Stacy‘s efforts, David now 

has the means to care for himself and avoid homelessness for the rest of his life.   

 

As an AmeriCorps Fellow at the Public Law Center, Leigh Ferrin worked with ―Ana,‖ 

whose husband had been diagnosed with Lou Gehrig‘s disease.  Due to the disease, 

Ana‘s husband would need to reside in a hospice facility.  Ana and her husband owned 

a home in Orange County and had recently missed their first payment.  Realizing that 

her husband would likely never be able to work again, Ana asked Leigh to help review 

her financials and request a loan modification.  With Leigh‘s assistance, Ana and her 

husband were able to secure a trial period modification, while Public Law Center 

continued working towards a permanently modified loan.  With Leigh‘s and Public 

Law Center‘s help, Ana and her husband are able to remain in their home while her 

husband recovers from and continues therapy for his disease.


