
Job Announcement 
 
 
 

AmeriCorps VISTA Legal Fellow 
 
 

The Housing Justice Center (HJC) and Equal Justice Works (EJW) are pleased to announce the availability 
of a position as AmeriCorps VISTA Legal Fellow with HJC, commencing in March 2016.  HJC is a public 
interest legal advocacy organization, based in Saint Paul, dedicated to preserving and expanding the 
supply of affordable housing, both in Minnesota and across the country.  (For more information on HJC, 
see www.hjcmn.org.)   EJW is an organization working to mobilize the next generation of lawyers 
committed to equal justice, through the provision of public interest law fellowships. 
 
 
Purpose of the Fellowship 
 
The VISTA Affordable Housing Preservation Project (VAHPP) is designed to put Legal Fellows to work 
preserving the supply of HUD subsidized low income rental properties across the country.  In particular, 
this involves working to preserve the ongoing affordability of multifamily rental properties with HUD 
Section 8 contracts.  These Section 8 buildings provide badly needed affordable rental housing to low 
income households, but the supply of such buildings is threatened by private owner decisions to convert 
their buildings out of HUD programs to market rate housing, or by deteriorating physical conditions.  The 
VISTA Legal Fellow will work directly under the supervision of HJC attorneys who have a great deal of 
experience in this area, and will also partner with tenant organizers through HOME Line, a Minnesota 
tenant advocacy group.    The work involves in part sophisticated legal analysis and advocacy involving 
the interaction of a complex web of federal and state statutes, regulations, and program requirements.   
 
 
Legal Fellow Activities 
 
VISTA lawyers will work to form and support strong tenant associations for HUD buildings at risk, will 
attend tenant meetings, provide support and legal information to VISTA organizers, present “Know Your 
Rights” workshops, interview residents and conduct research on identified legal issues, help formulate 
legal and advocacy strategies, develop bylaws and incorporate tenant associations, facilitate meetings 
and/or mediations between tenants, landlords and HUD representatives, provide litigation support 
where needed, represent tenant associations at administrative hearings, and engage in similar activities.   
The Legal Fellows will also engage with a network of other VISTA lawyers engaged in similar work across 
the country. 
 
 
VISTA Program and Legal Fellows 
 
VISTA, now incorporated into AmeriCorps, is a national service program designed to fight poverty.  
VISTA members, including VISTA lawyers, are fulltime volunteers.  As such, VISTA lawyers receive a 
modest living allowance of approximately $11,000.  In the case of this position, though, the VISTA lawyer 
will also be reimbursed by HJC for various living expenses in an amount equal to the VISTA living 

http://www.hjcmn.org/


allowance.  VISTA Legal Fellows will serve for one year.  VISTA Fellows must be lawyers or law school 
graduates.   
 
 
Applications in the form of a resume and cover letter should be submitted to HJC.  There is no 
application deadline; the application process will remain open until the position is filled.  The anticipated 
start date is approximately mid-March, 2016. 
 
 
For more information, or to submit an application, contact HJC: 
 
Vanessa May  
Office Manager 
Housing Justice Center (HJC) 
570 Asbury Street, Suite 104 
Saint Paul, MN  55104 
 
651-642-0102 x 101 
vmay@hjcmn.org   
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